
KS2 Activity – The Pen and the Spade

Learning Objectives:
To make pupils aware of the contrasting experiences of

children in Victorian times (gaining an education in the
schoolroom or working on the land).

To show how the choice between these could determine the
child’s future standard of living/way of life.

Introduction:
The Pen and the Spade provides 2 teacher-led sessions of
approximately 45 minutes each:

1. ‘Pen’ Activity – Using the Victorian Classroom to run a lesson.
Pupils experience something of the structure, discipline and
morality of a Victorian education. Gaining a good education
could be seen as an escape from the drudgery of manual
labour.

2. ‘Spade’ Activity – Object Handling and Practical Field activity
to use some of the objects. Pupils are made aware of how
children could be involved in agricultural labour and how this
might affect their education and hence their future.

Organisation
Organisation of the two sessions will depend upon the size of your
group. The Victorian classroom is suitable for up to a maximum of
15 pupils at a time.

Download instructions for running the Victorian Classroom session
and the Drill exercises. Drill exercises could be performed by one
or both groups during changeover, or at the end of both sessions.
Instructions for running the ‘Spade’ part of the Activity are found
on the next sheet.

On completion of both sessions, discuss with pupils whether they
would have preferred receiving an education or working in the fields
all day!



Instructions for running ‘Spade’ Activity

Bone Building

Before you begin:
You may wish to download the identification sheet for the tools you will be handling,

although a copy of this is available on site.
Make sure any helpers are aware of safety issues regarding use of tools.
Locate tools in the bottom of the Victorian schoolroom cupboard (2 dibbers, 2 hoes, 2

bird scarers, bucket of stones and sieve. Gather pupils on grass outside schoolroom.

Introduction:
“We are going to find out how some Victorian children who lived near here would have spent
some of their time when they were not at school.

Children would often have been given the worst jobs on the farm. They would have to work,
whatever the weather. Many children were sent out to work from an early age rather than
going to school, because the family needed the money to pay for food or clothing.
At busy times of the year such as Harvest many of the schools were nearly empty!

However, if children worked hard at school they might be able to find a job which paid a good
wage and in a pleasant environment. I wonder which you would choose – a school-room
education or farm work?”

Practical Activity (Using the tools )
Take the tools up to the field near the Bone building (see
map).
Group pupils with each of the activities and rotate round
so that everyone has a go:

Bird scaring
Dibbing
Hoeing
Stone picking/ riddling

Clean surplus mud from tools and carry back to
schoolroom.

Handling Activity (Using Handling / Practical tools)
Show the farming tools to the pupils one by one, using questions such as the following:

What material/s is it made from?
What job does it do?
Where would it have been used?
Who would have used it?
What season would it have been used in?
How would it feel to use it all day/ on a cold day?

Try miming use of some of the tools.

Pupils could later use
displays in the Bone
building or behind the
schoolroom building to
investigate mechanical
versions of these tools.




